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Today, Candlelight is a recognized and respected 
actor in the field of responding to the recurrent 
emergencies in Somaliland. During the AWD/ 
Cholera outbreak in 2017, Candlelight supported 
communities to access safe and clean water 
through public water source rehabilitation, 
provision of water treatment tablets. Hygiene kits 
were also provided to households to improve their 
personal hygiene. Pit latrines were constructed 
in the IDP sites to improve sanitation within the 
camps. Community health awareness campaigns 
were conducted in all the project sites to increase 
people’s awareness on hygiene and sanitation 
issues.
Targeted cash transfer activities were implemented 
in order to respond to the deteriorating food 
security situation in the target areas. The targeting 
criteria included among others human (disability, 
elderly, ill); economic (loss of livestock); social (no 
family support, internally displaced) vulnerability. 
Responding to humanitarian needs was sometimes 
challenged by limited resources, difficulties in 
accessing some areas of need due to insecurity and 
bad roads.

Project: Comprehensive Cash 
Assistance in Eastern Somaliland – 
2017
Candlelight, in partnership with CARITAS 
implemented the Comprehensive Cash Assistance 
in Eastern Somaliland as a response from to the 
recurrent droughts in Eastern Somaliland which 
has been greatly been affected. In highlighting the 
achievements of the above-mentioned project, 
the food security situation of 720 drought affected 
vulnerable households in Eastern Somaliland has 
been stabilized.  
In the field of hygiene promotion and healthy 
nutrition, for the benefit of general community, 10 
public awareness WASH campaigns were conducted 
in all 10 target villages. 1200 Information Education 
and Communication (IEC) materials with messages 
on WASH and acute watery diarrhea prevention 
were printed and distributed to the 10 communities. 
In order to increase access to clean drinking water, 
9 communal berkards as major local water source, 

Project Highlights

•	 600 vulnerable HH (3028 persons) 
received Unconditional Cash Transfer 
(UCT) for 3 months 

•	 600 vulnerable households received 
the necessary Non-food items (NFIs) 
and hygiene kits, 120 strong and able 
bodied men were selected for cash for 
work activities.

•	 More than 10’800 linear miters of 
soil bands and gully control measures 
with brushwood structures were 
constructed in three sites.

•	 300 PLW with malnourished children 
benefited from nutrition education 
and one off nutritious food support for 
the malnourished children less than 5 
years.

•	 1200 IEC materials with messages on 
WASH and AWD prevention  printed 
and distributed to the 10 communities

•	 9 communal berkards rehabilitated to 
increase access to water 

have been sustainably rehabilitated, through 
Cash For Work (CfW). The laborers have 
been hired from the respective communities. 
The CfW intervention provided (additional) 
income for 120 families, and also enhanced 
the ownership for the water sources which 
have been built.
Finally, 300 Pregnant and Lactating Women 
(PLW) selected from the UCT beneficiary 
households with malnourished children, 
benefited from nutrition education workshops. 
The workshop contents focused on equipping 
the mothers with best practices in Infant and 
Young Children Feeding (IYC) practices. These 

27



also received a one off nutritious food support 
(dates and oats) for the malnourished children 
under 5 years.
In conclusion, beneficiary communities reported 
that the project assistance was timely and helped 
them to recover from the impact of the severe 
drought. Communities appreciated as well the 
provision of NFI, as they up scaled their household 
assets by kitchen utensils, blankets and sheets. 
The rehabilitated berkards have brought water 
closer to the community, which reduces the 

distance, which especially women have to move 
in search for water. The little surviving livestock 
will benefit from the fodder that is growing in 
the rehabilitated rangelands especially after the 
forth coming Gu rains. It is also noted that with 
the continued poor and below normal rainfall 
predictions, livelihoods will require sustained 
support for 2018 to avert famine and in order to 
begin recovery.
  

Left: Finished Birkard in Awrbogays, Center: NFI distribution in Bohol, 
Right: A mother is shown how to use the Mid-Upper Arm Circumference (MUAC) measure 
malnutrition in dhoomo, sanaag

Project: Emergency response To 
the AWD/ Cholera Epidemic in 
Togdheer Region
In 2017 there was an AWD/Cholera outbreak 
in the republic of Somaliland, mostly affecting 
Togdheer region and the districts of Borama, 
Hargeisa and Burao 
In order to respond to the situation Candlelight 
with support from its partner Oxfam implemented 
a phased Cholera/ AWD emergency response 
project in Burao (Ali Hussein, Hodan Qaylo, 
Saylada), Yirowe and Odweine. The response 
strategy consisted of two approaches; focusing 
on prevention and control in most affected 
areas. All WASH related activities were guided by 
the standard operating procedures and technical 
support from Oxfam technical staff 
Public Health Promotion (PHP)
Community Health Mobilizers (CHMs) and 

hygiene promotion 
A total of 55 CHMs were selected and trained in 
transmission and prevention of AWD/Cholera, 
Hand washing at critical times, Safe water chain, 
Good and bad hygiene practices and roles 
CHMs. These CHMs were engaged in activities 
such as hygiene promotion at household level, 
community clean up campaigns, hygiene kits 
and Aqua tabs distribution. As part of creating 
awareness, CHMs distributed approximately 
10,000 different types of IEC materials reaching 
out to approximately 80,000 people. Candlelight 
distributed hygiene kits to 5,250 households; 
each kit consisting of two jerrycans, ibrik, soap 
and water treatment tabs. 
Environmental Cleaning Campaign
Open defecation and garbage littering created 
the need for environmental cleaning in Hodan 
Qaylo, Saylada, Yirowe, Odweine and Ali Hussein 
villages. 155 cleaning kits comprising 
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PUBLIC HEALTH ENGINEERING (PHE)
Construction of latrines and distribution 
of Latrine cleaning kits
Open defecation was found to be high in the target 
areas. To improve people’s health and prevent 
the spread of AWD/ Cholera, 113 emergency 
latrines were constructed in AWD affected areas 
in Ali Hussein, Hodan Qaylo, Saylada, Yirowe and 
Odweine. Each latrine was installed with a hand 
washing station; to promote hand washing after 
using the latrine as one of most critical times of 
hand washing. A latrine cleaning kit comprising 
of Masks, Brooms, Rakes, Gloves and buckets was 
also provided to the care takers of these latrines. 
Increasing access to water 

Installation of communal water storage 
tanks, water kiosks and Cash for water 
Yirowe village, which is 18 km from Burao city, 
receives water through trucking. Communities 
lacked the means to store water for household use. 
Through the project, 10 communal water storage 
tanks were installed in the village to be used as 
distribution points and ease access to clean and 
safe water. In addition, 2000 HHs from Yirowe and 
Sayladda were registered and supported with one 
round Cash for Water. Each household received 
15 USD through an electronic money transfer 
(ZAAD). The Cash for Water approach provided 
the beneficiaries with the freedom to purchase 
water at any time when they needed it. 
In Hodan Qaylo, Ali Hussein and Saylada, 
Candlelight in collaboration with the water 
agency in Burco, constructed 6 water kiosks. The 
benefiting communities selected two people who 
will be responsible for managing, protecting and 
maintaining the kiosks as well as providing water 
to the community members. Families who were 
assigned to manage water kiosks receive small 
income to manage daily household expenses. In 

Project Highlights

•	 55 Community Health Mobilizers 
selected and trained 

•	 •	 Approximately 10,000 different 
types of IEC materials with messages of 
prevention and management of AWD/
Cholera distributed

•	 Approximately 80,000 people were 
reached by the PHP team and the CHM

•	 155 environmental cleaning kits 
handed over to the village committees 

•	 5220 hygiene kits with aquatabs 
distributed 

•	 113 emergency latrines were 
constructed in AWD affected areas 

•	 2000 HHs from Yirowe and Sayladda 
supported with one round Cash for 
Water. Each household received 15 
USD 

•	 6 water kiosks constructed 

Odweyne, one shallow well was constructed 
as part of the recommendation from a WASH 
assessment conducted in the district 

of Wheel barrows, Masks, Brooms, Rakes, Gloves and Shovels were handed over to the village 
committees to support the weekly community cleaning campaigns. Candlelight in collaboration with 
Burao municipality also organized a mega cleaning campaign in Burao city to create a cleaner and 
healthier environment. Several spots which were filthy and highly littered were cleaned up. 
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Left: Beneficiary colleting water, from a water kiosk in Ali Hussein and Right: Finished shallow 
well in Odwein

New latrine with cleaning 
tools, Yirowe                       

Mass cleaning campaing, 
Saylada, Burao  

Hygiene kits distribution              

Project: Building resilience of 
drought affected communities 
and IDPs: Emergency WASH and 
Livelihood support 
Against the fragile humanitarian background. 
Candlelight with support from Oxfam 
implemented a project to support drought 
affected communities and IDPs to overcome the 
effects of the drought. The phased project has 
so far been implemented in over 30 villages in 
Sanaag and Sool regions of Somaliland. 

EMERGENCY FOOD SECURITY AND 
LIVELIHOODS (EFSL)
As part of the preparations for recovery and 
resilience, Cash for Work (CfW) was used to 
prepare communities for this period. 200 food 
insecure households were provided with short-
term employment opportunities to give them 
cash to meet their basic needs and improve 
their livelihoods. CfW activities included the 
construction of soil bunds, rehabilitation and 
dam desilting. The wider communities also 
benefited from these community assets that 
address specific community needs. The CfW tools 
were donated to the respective communities 
upon completion of the work. Furthermore, over 
3000 households were supported with at least 3 
rounds of unconditional cash through electronic 
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transfers (ZAAD) on their mobile phones. Transfer 
rates were based on the Minimum Expenditure 
Basket guidelines as set by the Somalia Cash 
working group. Post Distribution Monitoring 
reports revealed that the cash transfer program 
was able to save the lives of many people; giving 
them the opportunity to purchase the food items 
they wanted. The transfers also had a positive 
impact on the local markets

Project Highlights

•	 Over 30 villages reached in Sanag and 
Sool regions of Somaliland   

•	 Over 3000 HHs supported with atleast 
3 rounds of UCT through electronic 
transfers

•	 Approximately 200 households 
supported through Cash for Work. 

•	 64 Community-based Health Mobilisers 
selected and trained 

•	 5000 IEC materials developed with 
pictorial messaging portraying the 
target behavior change. 

•	 Over 4000 hygiene kits procured and 
were distributed

•	 Up to May 2017, 13,760 barrels/ 344 
loads of 8 cubic meters of water were 
delivered to target villages. 

•	 12 berkards and 10 shallow wells 
rehabilitated.

•	 40 latrines constructed in the target 
villages and IDP sites.

UCT beneficiary displaying her registration card

PUBLIC HEALTH PROMOTION (PHP)
As the scare for AWD/ Cholera continued in the 
project sites, Candlelight responded by training 
64 Community Health Mobilisers (CHMs) as a vital 
element of engaging communities in delivering a 
complete water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) 
response for AWD prevention. Community health 
awareness campaigns (drama, door to door 
activities and IEC materials distribution) were 
conducted in all the project sites to increase 
people’s awareness on hygiene and sanitation 
issues. Over 5000 culturally and contextually 
appropriate IEC materials were developed 
with pictorial messaging portraying the target 
behavior change. These were distributed as part 
of the hygiene awareness sessions and events at 
household and community levels. Additionally 
over 4000 hygiene kits were distributed; with each 
kit consisting of laundry & body soap, 2 jericans, 
ibrik and water treatment tabs. The distribution of 
these kits and tablets was done with the support 

of CHMs who also demonstrated how to use the 
tablets to improve water quality. 

Jerricans which are part of the hygiene kits 
assembled for distribution
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PUBLIC HEALTH ENGINEERING (PHE) 
Water is one of the most basic needs that every 
human being needs. In response to the recurrent 
rainfall failures in Sanag region Candlelight 
commissioned Emergency Water Trucking to 
the most severely affected communities as a 
last resort. Up to May 2017, approximately 
13,760 barrels/ 344 loads of 8 cubic meters were 
delivered to communities in Fadhigaab, Sincaro, 
Faraguul, Ceel midgaan, Karasharka IDPs, Saba-
wanaag IDPs, Balan Baal, God waraabe, Siga 
dheer among others. There were efforts to 
adhere to the SPHERE quality and quantity 
guidelines though this was in some cases 
challenged by the long distances, bad roads.  
In order to support water storage needs of the 
communities, 17 metallic water tanks of different 
sizes were fabricated and installed in 4 villages 

of Dhuurmadarre, Laasdomare, Siga-dher and in 
Xamilka. The water tanks were fitted with kiosks 
for ease of drawing water from the tanks.

Water tanks installed in Sabawanaag village

Rehabilitation/ improvement of 
existing water supplies (berkards and 
shallow wells)  
Most of community water sources in the target 
locations are shallow wells and berkerds.  It is a 
common observation that most of these sources 
of water are dilapidated and need repair. In 2017, 
Candlelight repaired 11 berkards and 4 shallow 

wells. Upon completion, these were handed over 
to the communities. This action will increase the 
amount of water available for household and 
animal use.

Left: A finished shallow well in Balanbaal Right: A finished berkerd in Ardag village
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Emergency pit latrines in Sabawanaag village

Construction of pit latrines  
To reduce open defecation and promote safe sanitation, Candlelight built 40 emergency latrines in 
the target sites. Each latrine was fitted with a hand washing station and a latrine cleaning kit given 
to the caretakers. During the monitoring visits, it was found that the latrines were being used by the 
surrounding households. The model of the latrine and hand washing facility was designed with the 
help of Oxfam technical staff. The structure and positioning of the latrines ensured maximum privacy 
to women and children. 

GENDER AND PROTECTION 
Candlelight staff received training and coaching from Oxfam technical staff in all areas including 
gender and protection. Women, children and the elderly who are the most vulnerable and highly 
affected by the effects of drought were given high priority throughout the project cycle. The Do No 
Harm principles formed the basis of the project design and implementation.  

33



34



35



36


